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WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Children of God, we gather to prepare for our journey through Lent, 
a journey of repentance and mercy.  
We gather to be renewed in God’s mercy. 
We gather to confess, to tell the truth about sin and our dependence 
on God’s grace. 
We gather to call upon God’s mercy. 
We gather to repent, to receive and cooperate with grace as we turn 
from sin and toward love of God and neighbor.  
We gather to live in the promise of God’s mercy. 
People of God, we gather to worship God, whose steadfast mercy 
and love never fail! We gather to worship, trusting in God’s mercy as 
we follow Jesus on the road to new 
 
OPENING SONG: Lord, I lift Your Name On High 
 
Lord, I lift Your Name on high 
Lord, I love to sing Your praises 
I’m so glad You’re in my life 
I’m so glad You came to save us 
 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way 
From the earth to the cross my debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 
Lord, I lift Your Name on high 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O God, who makes all things new, new stars, new dust, new life; 
take our hearts, every hardened edge and measured beat, and 
create something new in us. We need your newness, God, the rough 
arts of us made smooth; the stagnant, stirred; the stuck, freed; the 
unkind, forgiven. And then, by the power of your Spirit, we need to 
be turned toward Love again. Amen. 
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HYMN: H&P 273 Rock of Ages 
 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee; 
let the water and the blood, 
from thy wounded side which flowed, 
be of sin the double cure; 
save from wrath and make me pure. 
 
Not the labors of my hands 
can fulfill thy law's demands; 
could my zeal no respite know, 
could my tears forever flow, 
all for sin could not atone; 
thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hand I bring, 
simply to the cross I cling; 
naked, come to thee for dress; 
helpless, look to thee for grace; 
foul, I to the fountain fly; 
wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyes shall close in death, 
when I soar to worlds unknown, 
see thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself in thee. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
(inspired by Psalm 51) 

On this first day of Lent we pause, look within, and examine our 
consciousness. Have mercy on us, O God, according to your 
steadfast love. Where we have neglected prayer, been apathetic in 
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worship, found reasons to avoid generosity, or lacked compassion: 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
Where we have colluded in the oppression of those who become 
invisible in their suffering, and ignored on the streets: 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
Where worry has eroded the gift of Your peace, and where we  
have cared too much about what others think: 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
As Lent begins, know that God understands how we struggle 
to stay open and compassionate. 
The invitation is not to focus on our inadequacies, but on God’s  
gift of grace and love which transforms our hearts and minds. 
That gift is given to us again, here and now. 
Be encouraged. 
May the peace of God be with you and also with you. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: Said 
 
THE READING: Joel 2: 1 – 2; 12 -17/ Matthew 6: 1 – 6; 16 - 21 
 
MESSAGE: Rev Siya Mandla 
 
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE 
Dear siblings in Christ: 
The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our 
Lord's passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church that before the Easter celebration there should be a  
forty–day season of spiritual preparation. 
During this season, converts to the faith were prepared for Holy 
Baptism. 
It was also a time when persons who had committed serious sins 
and had separated themselves from the community of faith 
were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to 
participation in the life of the Church. 
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In this way, the whole congregation was reminded of the grace  
and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
need we all have to renew our faith, to continually receive God’s 
mercies anew. 
I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy 
Lent: by self–examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and 
self–denial; and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word. 
To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our 
mortal nature, let us now kneel (bow) before our Creator and 
Redeemer. 
 
Thanksgiving over the Ashes: 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, so that we may remember that only by your gracious 
gift are we given everlasting life; only by your mercy are we 
made new; only by your steadfast love can we live in the joy of 
your salvation now and forever;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYERS 
 
CLOSING HYMN: H&P 178: There is a green hill far away 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895) 

 
There is a green hill far away, 
Outside a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 
 
We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 
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He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to Heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 
 
There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven and let us in. 
 
O dearly, dearly has He loved, 
And we must love Him, too, 
And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And try His works to do. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
NOW UNTO HIM  
 


